Gt. PatriCK’s Grade 2 Qverview
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Grade 2 is an exciting year for learning. At Gt. PatriCK’s, the grade 2 program
Offers a wide range of opportunities for Children to develop their full potential in
aCademic, socCial ahd spiritual areas. A humber Of programs are in place to ensure that
Children develop CritiCal thinking and soCial sKills. These skKills are heCessary to ehable
them to be well on their way to becoming future competent, Caring and concerned
Citizens. Students |earh to engage in books developing their fluency and
comprehension Of texts.

Grade 2 is a Very specCial Year as Children receive the saCraments Of
TReconciliation and First Holy Communion. Children learh about our forgiving, loving
GOod and the impOortance Of forgiving others’ their sins through the saCrament of
TReconciliation. Ah understanding of the body of Christ anhd the magnificent gift our
Lord has given us through the saCrament of Holy Communion will be emphasized
during our spring tert. Parent meetings discussing the preparation for First Holy
Communion will take place in the spring with the elementary and prep teachers as well
as Father Hawkswell.

The grade 2 |iteraCy program includes L/teracy Place, with anh emphasis oh small
group instruction as well as whole Class activities. With the Reading Power Prosram
students learh how to make Cconnhections, ahalyze, question, infer and Visualize.
Students have a Variety of books to Choose from that are Colourful, entertaining,
informative and at the students’ levels. Children |earh to choose these just right’
books SO that they are able to develop their reading ahd comprehension abilities more
effectively. The Da/ly 5 program emphasizes the importanCe of 5 Componhents for
effective reading and comprehension: reading to Self, read to others, listen to reading,
work oh writing, and word work. BY Qctober all 5 components are part of the daily
literaCy program inh grade 2.

One of the most important things we (you and J) could ever do for your Children
is t0 help them develop a |ove of reading. A home reading (0g will 0 home every hight
with your child. Please |00k in his/her book bag daily for a different book. Have your
Child read to you each hight before bedtime (about 20 minhutes). Ask them questions



about the book, stopping throughout to CheCk your Child’s understanding of the story
as well as his/her thoughts, and opinions. Please sigh the home reading |0g and ensure
it is returned the following day to SChool. There is also a Home Reading Response
Journa/that Will be going home. It is desighed to engage Children in thought provoking
activities, reflections and to engage them inh Creative writing and an expression of
ideas.

Ih the areas of phoniCs and Srammar there will be focused instruction on short
vowe| sounds, blends, initial, medial ahd ending sounds of words. The meahings of anhd
applications of houns, Verbs, adverbs, and adjectives are reinforced. Anh emphasis on
grammatiCal rules such as the uses of past and present tenses, subject-verb
agreements, and the proper uses Of artiCles are reinforced. The program fOr use in
grade 2 is [What To Teach and How.

For spelling, a list Of 15 words is given as a pre-test (marked but not recorded)
every Monday. They have the whole week to practice Writing these words through
Various activities at home and at school. On the Friday of eaCch week, a Post test on
the same words is given to them (marked and recorded).

In Social Studies, students learh how to read and interpret @ map Of their |oCal
neighbourhood. They will learnh about and do activities to strengthen their khowledge
Of communities, family and friends. The sCience Curriculum will focus on a basic
understanding of animal Changes and growth. Students Will get ah opportunity to
compare ahd contrast ahimal lifecycles and to observe ah anhimal grow inh the Classroom
particularly butterflies and snails. Other sCiencCe topiCs Will inClude a study of the
properties of matter, air, water and soil. Students will conclude their uhit on water
with a trip to the Seymour Nature reserve and engage ih a hature study walk around
Rice Lake in North Vanhcouver.

In math, students Will learnh the place Value of humbers t0 100. They Will focus
oh mastering their basiC addition and subtraCtion £aCts as well as learnh to work with
double digit humbers. Problem solving and “hands on” group work Will also be a focus.
A focus on developing CritiCal thinking sKills ahd mental math Strategies will be a focus
for the grade 2’s. Students Complete Various activities in geometry, place value,
fractions, patterns, ordinal humbers, sKip counting, multipliCation and measurement.
Qur main programs are the “Math Makes Sense” program and the Creative
Mathematics program.

Children are introduced to typing programs and Various educational programs as a
Support to our aCademicC curriculum. There will be ah emphasis oh word processing
and typing. The Abracadabra literaCy website is also used.



1 am looking forward to a fabulous Year Of learning in grade 2. If you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contacCt me.

God Bless You,

Mrs. S. DiFonzo (Grade 2 Teacher)



